ID4950: Honors Portfolio Capstone Seminar
SK Semwal Department of Computer Science Phone: 255-3545.
E-mail: ssemwal@uccs.edu
www.cs.uccs.edu/~semwal
Office Hours: 4-4:30pm; 7:30-8:00 pm. Wed: 2-4pm.

Introduction

This course is intended to demonstrate the student’s ability to think critically and to
engage in a project of active learning within the student’s major field of studies. The
seminar will integrate acquired knowledge and skills in a capstone project designed to
produce upon its successful completion a sense of mastery and intellectual
accomplishment that goes significantly beyond classroom learning. May only be taken by
students in the UCCS University and Mountain Lion Honors Programs or consent of
instructor.

Please send an email to Dr. Semwal (ssemwal@uccs.edu) requesting a meeting
during his office hours. If the office hours do not work, then contact by email with a
phone number to reach you during the first week of the course by Jan 23", 2018.
Thank you.

The student will achieve by demonstrating the following based on their chosen area of
study:

A document, a piece of art, a framework, a movie, an animation, a poster, a thesis project,
or a portfolio where a student, using topics and tools in their chosen area of study, can
explain their narrative and understanding about any of the following: an experience, a
problem, a case study, a theater production, a research project, a study abroad experience,
or a computer program analysis, exhibiting the student’s learning of Gray Matters.

Please have one-on-one meeting with your instructor, so that the scope and extent of
your demonstration of the above can be achieved on time. It is possible that you
have chosen an area/topic which you are already working with another professor,
then please contact Dr. Semwal so that we can coordinate the deadlines with that
professor.

Welcome.

Deadlines and framework

The student should work with the instructor so that the extent of the
demonstration and scope can be established. By the above deadline, you should
provide information to the instructor — email or 1 page document where you
should describe the deliverables. If final document is a report which you are
expecting to submit then the report should be about 8-15 pages. If you belong to
Engineering or Computer Science then IEEE, ACM or Springer format can be
used. Ask the professor for the a template document and paper so that you can



get used to what is expected. Other department or colleges might have different
formats, and instructor will respect that so let the instructor know.

There are following deadlines for the capstone project. If these deadlines do not
work for you, please have a conversation with the Professor and work with
different deadlines which are mutually agreeable to the student and the
professor.

- Phase I: One page project proposal due (10 percent). Deadline February
8", 2018 (e-mail submission of the text file is due by February 6').
(Perhaps one could include a brief survey and outline of activities you
want to provide, general idea, template of document etc, and scope. A
brief survey of the sub-area and detailed plan suggested, Phase II and
Phase III demonstration goals clearly specified in a written one-page term
project proposal.) Submission by email.

- Phase II: Project Progress/demonstration (50 percent) Deadline on or
before March 20™, 2018. Demonstration times are in class. Phase IT
also will include a 4 to 6 page written survey of relevant recent papers
which you have consulted for research or implementation or some thing
substantial which shows a good ending for the seminar course. This
survey will become part of a term paper report you are expected to write
and complete with Phase III (final) submission.

- Final Demonstration (40 percent). Deadline April 15", 2018 with a 15-20
presentation to the instructor. The final report is due by April 15th, 2018
which should include one page executive summary or abstract, survey of
existing techniques, description of what the hypothesis and how that was
completed. Because of the interdisciplinary nature of Honors Capstone
project, the report may have different formats but should follow the
students’ area of major.

Late submissions of demonstration would be accepted, but with a penalty of 10
percent of the grade for that Phase if submission is within a week. No term Phase
I1I reports submitted after April 20, 2018. Under extreme circumstances (such as
job related or illness), an extension would be provided on an individual basis.

Student submissions would be combined and may be presented or
summarized during the Symposium being organized by Honors Program.
So ask for those details. Thank you.

Policy on Late Drop

A late drop will be approved only if there is documented evidence that the student
was prevented from attending a significant number of classes by circumstances
beyond his or her control.



Office Hours

Tuesday and Thursday: 4-4:30pm; 7:30-8:00 pm. Wed: 2-4pm. If these meeting
times do not work for you then please send direct email at ssemwal@uccs.edu

Other times available by appointment. Please send email ssemwal@uccs.edu.

You are welcome to discuss/talk about the course any time you find me free. If
am busy outside the office hours then please do return at some later time so that I
could answer your questions. You could also send me an e-mail at ssemwal@
uccs.edu.



